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A REVIEW OF THE YEAR 


Nothing spectacular has marked the 
year in A. L. A. circles, but it has been 
one of steady growth along all lines. The 
Conference in the Catskills was the sec- 
ond largest in point of numbers of any 
in the history of the Association, being 
exceeded only by Magnolia, 1902, where 
the hotel attendance was greatly aug- 
mented by day visitors from nearby towns. 
The 1913 conference was the largest the 
Association has held in steady “over- 
night” attendance. Notwithstanding the 
crudities and inconveniences of the hotel 
it was furthermore one of the best con- 
ferences ever held. The program had, 
as one visitor expressed it, “a plethora 
of good things,” and was an eye-opener 
to the new activities that have been in- 
itiated or developed by libraries in the 
past decade; the work with foreigners, in 
penal and philanthropic institutions, in 
the rural communities, in the shops and 
business offices, the legislative and munic- 
ipal reference bureaus, the greatly devel- 
oped work with young people. 

An arrangement by which the various 


state library associations may affiliate 
with the national association was com- 
pleted by the final adoption of an amend- 
ment to the constitution and a by-law, in 
which provision is made that those asso- 
ciations which comply with certain speci- 
fied conditions may be considered officially 
affiliated and entitled to representation on 
the A. L. A. Council. As elsewhere an- 
nounced in this number seven states have 
already availed themselves of this oppor- 
tunity. 

Plans are under way and in the hands 
of a capable special A. L. A. committee 
for an exhibit at the Leipzig Exposition 
of the Book and Graphic Arts in 1914 of 
what libraries in America are doing, and 
it is hoped that many libraries will co- 
operate to make this display a credit to 
American librarianship. 

Many other standing and special com- 
mittees have been engaged in specific 
work during the year, and have made 
formal or informal reports which have 
been duly printed in the pages of the 
Bulletin. 
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The most important event of the year 
at the headquarters office in Chicago has 
been the removal thither of the editorial 
offices of the Booklist from Madison, 
Wisconsin, where the work has been con- 
ducted for the past six or seven years. 
After a most faithful and fruitful editor- 
ship of five years, Miss Elva L. Bascom 
resigned in June to head a newly estab- 
lished department in the Wisconsin Library 
Commission, and Miss May Massee, well 
equipped by successful work in the various 
departments of the Buffalo Public Library, 
took up the editorship. The removal of the 
work to Chicago necessitated a number of 
material changes in the executive offices 
which will be noticeable to visitors at the 
mid-winter meeting. 

The membership has continued to grow. 
Early in the year the secretary solicited 
the aid of members in a campaign to bring 
the total membership to the 3,000 mark. 
The response was prompt, cordial and ap- 
preciated, but the goal set proved too 
high. However, 390 new members were 
added during the year, making our present 
total net membership 2,563, and we hope 
to arrive much nearer to the 3,000 mark 
during 1914, assured that we can still 
count on loyal hands to help. If each 
member of the Association secured but 
one new member our membership a year 
hence would be over 5,000 and the Ameri- 
can Library Association would, by its in- 
creased size and financial betterment, be 
a power in the educational field, for the 
added funds would enable us to launch 
many new publicity campaigns which 
would help to get for libraries the recogni- 
tion they deserve. 

A number of handbooks, tracts and chap- 
ters to the manual of library economy have 
been printed by the Publishing Board 
during the year, but no large work has 
been published. “A thousand books for 
a hospital library,” “A normal library 
budget and its units of expense,” “A list 
of Polish books,” a reprint of the analyt- 
ical cards for the Warner Library of the 
world’s best literature, and Manual chap- 
ters on the library building, training for 


librarianship, library printing, and on com- 
mission work, are among the more im- 
portant publications. A number of other 
publications are under way. 

The correspondence work at headquar- 
ters still increases, leaving a_ steadily 
smaller margin of time for the secretary 
to devote to other activities. The publica- 
tions have from time to time been ad- 
vertised by circularization and otherwise 
and the campaign for members has been 
a continuous one. The Handbook of the 
Association is becoming more and more a 
directory of the leading library workers 
of the country, and we are trying to show 
librarians that from a business point of 
view they cannot afford not to have their 
names included. 

During the year the secretary has at- 
tended state library association meetings 
in Oklahoma, Ohio and North Carolina; 
has addressed the library school of the 
Carnegie Library of Atlanta, the summer 
schools in Iowa City, and Madison, Wis., 
and the District of Columbia Library Club; 
and gave an address at the dedication of 
the library building in Princeton, [llinois. 


MID-WINTER MEETINGS 


The usual mid-winter library meetings 
will again be held this year in Chicago, 
the dates being Wednesday, December 31, 
to Friday, January 2. 

-Headquarters will be at the Hotel La 
Salle, La Salle and Madison Streets, five 
blocks west of the Chicago Public Library 
and one block south. The following special 
reduced rates for rooms have been granted 
by the management: 

Room, without bath, $1.50 per day and 
up. 

Room, with private bath, $2.00 per day 
and up. 

Rate per person will be the same 
whether one or two persons occupy the 
room. ; 

Two connecting rooms with private bath 
can be had for two persons for $4.50 (that 
is, $2.25 each) to $8.00 ($4.00 each) per 
day; for four persons, $7.00 to $12.00 and 
upward. 
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Rooms without bath have running water, 
telephone, automatic heat control, and oc- 
cupants have the privilege of using the 
public bath in the same corridor without 
charge. 

The Hotel La Salle will provide meet- 
ing rooms and committee rooms free of 
charge. Those having charge of meetings 
not here referred to should make arrange- 
ments for suitable meeting rooms direct 
with the hotel management or through the 
secretary of the A. L. A. 


Meetings will be held in the Red Room, 
on the nineteenth floor of the Hotel La 
Salle, and in other rooms of the hotel. 
The directors of the Chicago Public 
Library have also, as usual, placed at the 
disposal of the librarians the Directors’ 
room on the fifth floor of the Chicago 
Public Library, adjoining A. L. A. head- 
quarters. 

Reservations, stating time of arrival, 
should be made with the manager of the 
Hotel La Salle. 

Besides the well-equipped dining rooms 
of the Hotel La Salle there are many res- 
taurants with a wide range of service 
and price in close proximity to the hotel. 
All the leading theatres are within a few 
blocks of the La Salle. 


The Executive Board will meet on 
Wednesday evening, December 31, at the 
Hotel La Salle. 

The Council will meet in the Directors’ 
Room of the Chicago Public Library on 
Thursday morning, January 1, and prob- 
ably again on Thursday afternoon. Pro- 
gram and more definite information will 
be mailed later to the individual mem- 
bers. 

The Publishing Board will meet in Chi- 


cago during the week, the exact time to 
be determined later. 

The League of Library Commissions will 
meet at the Hotel La Salle on Wednesday, 
December 31, both morning and afternoon, 
and on Thursday morning, January 1. 

The Round Table of Library Schools will 
meet at 9:30 promptly, the morning of 
Friday, January 2, at the Hotel La Salle. 
Those members of Library school faculties 
whose names have been sent in by the 
schools as likely to be present at the 
School luncheon after the meeting, will 
have places assigned at the luncheon. 
Correspondence concerning the meeting 
and the luncheon should be sent to Miss 
Mary E. Hazeltine, chairman, University 
of Wisconsin Library School, Madison, 
Wis. 

The Chicago Library Club will entertain 
visiting librarians and their friends on 
Thursday evening, January 1. 

The Illinois Library Association will 
meet in Chicago, December 30 and 31. The 
headquarters will be at the La Salle Hotel, 
and the rates will be the same as for the 
other library meetings that week. The 
sessions will be held in the Red Room on 
the nineteenth floor of the hotel and will 
open on Tuesday afternoon, December 30. 
There will be a reference section, a trus- 
tees’ section, and a book symposium. It 
is hoped there will be a large representa- 
tion from libraries throughout the state, 
with discussions of commission govern- 
ment as related to libraries; municipal 
and legislative reference libraries; with 
special reference to the city reference 
libraries recently established, and the new 
legislative reference library at Springfield. 
A more definite announcement will be 
mailed to the members of the Association 
as soon as the program is in definite form. 
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Second Vice-President—Gratia A. Country- 
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Executive Board—The president, vice-pres- 
idents and C. W. Andrews, John Crerar 
library, Chicago; Linda A. Eastman, Public 
library, Cleveland; W. N. C. Carlton, New- 
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versity of Michigan library, Ann Arbor; 
H. W. Craver, Carnegie library, Pittsburgh; 
Herbert Putnam, Library of Congress, 
Washington. 

Secretary—George B. Utley, 78 E. Washing- 
ton Street, Chicago. 

Treasurer—Carl B. Roden, Public library, 
Chicago. 

Executive offices—78 E. Washington Street, 
Chicago, Ill. 





INSTITUTIONAL LIBRARY WORK IN 
NEW JERSEY 

The following statement regarding in- 
stitutional libraries in New Jersey is here 
printed at the request of the New Jersey 
public library commission, as an addendum 
to Miss Julia A. Robinson’s paper on 
“Book influences for defectives and de- 
pendents,” read at the Kaaterskill confer- 
ence of the Association: 

New Jersey Public Library Commission 
was in 1907 put in charge of a system of 
traveling libraries to be operated among 
the county jails and state penal and cor- 
rectional institutions. Thirty-three of these 
collections are now in use, the number of 
volumes in each collection varying accord- 
ing to the size of the institution. It has 
been found that the smaller jails do not 
wish to exchange these collections, pre- 
ferring to keep them as a permanent loan 
until the books are worn out, as the war- 





dens become familiar with the books and 
the population is shifting. Representatives 
of the Commission visit the various in- 
stitutions, advise with the authorities as 
to library matters, aid them in the organ- 
ization of their permanent collections and 
book selection for same. Talks are made 
to the inmates and every effort made to 
make the books useful. Books are sent 
to the convict camps, probation officers, 
preventoriums and training schools, etc., 
in addition to those sent to regular state 
institutions. 


THE OXFORD 1914 CONFERENCE 


A letter recently received by the Sec- 
retary from Mr. L. Stanley Jast, honorary 
secretary of the Library Association of the 
United Kingdom, has the following inter- 
esting preliminary information regarding 
the Oxford meeting of 1914, which we are 
taking the liberty to quote without permis- 
sion of the writer: 

= Mr. Tedder and I went over to 
Oxford on Saturday last and discussed the 
meeting in 1914 with Mr. Madan, Bodley’s 
librarian, Sir William Osler, as represent- 
ing the curators, and Mr. Dougan, the 
municipal librarian. Our idea is to lay 
stress on a series of debates, to be opened 
by an American and an English librarian, 
so that we may be able to pool our ideas 
and experiences on matters of general in- 
terest for the bénefit of all of us. Here 
are two or three of the subjects which 
have occurred to us: 

Modern influences antagonistic to the 
reading of books. To be opened by an 
American and an English librarian. 

The function of the library in the uni- 
versity. Opened by an American, an Eng- 
lish and possibly a Canadian librarian. 

The work of the committee man or trus- 
tee, and its relation to the administration. 
To be opened by an American and an Eng- 
lish member of a library committee or 
board, possibly also by a member of a non- 
municipal committee or board. 

The principles of book selection and 
book rejection. To be opened by an Ameri- 
can, an English, and possibly a Canadian 
librarian. 
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What are the legitimate limits of the 
municipal library field. To be opened by 
an American and an English librarian. 

The date is now definitely fixed for Mon- 
day, the 31st August, 1914, and following 
days. We hope to get a preliminary pro- 
gram out and let you have it before the 
end of this year, so that members may 
have plenty of time to make arrangements, 
We are very anxious to have a representa- 
tive American gathering, so that I do hope 
your members will turn up in force. Prob- 
ably a certain number of American librari- 
ans with a sprinkling of our own members 
will be put up at the colleges.” 


LEAGUE OF LIBRARY COMMISSIONS 


Recent Library Commission Publications 

The Indiana public library commission 
has published a revised edition of ‘“Popu- 
lar books for boys and girls: a graded list 
with annotations,” compiled by Miss Carrie 
E. Scott. This list is now for sale by the 
H. W. Wilson Co. 

Iowa has recently published revised edi- 
tions of the Library commission leaflets on 
“Rural extension,” “Making a library be- 
ginning,” and “Debate traveling libraries.” 
The following are to be issued soon: “Iowa 
library commission, its activities and pur- 
pose,” “Statistics of the public libraries of 
Iowa,” “Public library laws,” and lists of 
books on _ agriculture and _ household 
science. 

The Massachusetts free public library 
commission has recently published its 23d 
report; a pamphlet entitled “General 
library legislation of Massachusetts, 1798- 
1913”; one on “Free public library build- 
ings of Massachusetts: a roll of honor,” 
which is a reprint, with additions, from the 
23d report, and a 15-page reprint from the 
Massachusetts library club Bulletin, in- 
cluding two articles, one on “What the 
library can do for the foreign born,” by 
John Foster Carr, and one on “What the 
foreigner had done for one library,’ by 
Miss J. Maud Campbell. 

This Commission will publish in the near 
future as a reprint from the Bulletin of 
the Massachusetts library club, a list of 
books and pamphlets on vocational guid- 


ance, prepared by Miss Mary E. Hall of 
the Girls’ High School in Brooklyn. It 
will probably issue also some time this 
month an annotated list of 200-300 titles 
of Italian books, prepared under the direc- 
tion of the new Educational agent for 
work with aliens, Miss J. Maud Campbell. 

The president of the Massachusetts 
Commission expresses the hope that other 
foreign lists will be prepared by other 
commissions. 

“Simplified scheme of Decimal Classifi- 
cation for small libraries” is the title of a 
pamphlet compiled by Miss Zaidee Brown 
and published by the Michigan state board 
of library commissioners. The Michigan 
Commission is now having printed a 
“Library assistants’ manual.” 

“The library messenger,” published by 
the Missouri library commission, began 
its existence September, 1913. The next 
number will appear about the middle of 
November, and, thereafter, the bulletin will 
be published monthly. 

“Budgetary laws” is the title of Bulle- 
tin No. 3 of the legislative reference de- 
partment of the North Dakota public 
library commission. This commission has 
also published recently a revised edition 
of the circular “Facts about traveling 
libraries.” 

The Oregon state library has recently 
issued two study outlines, one on “Ameri- 
can literature,” based on Matthews’ “In- 
troduction to the study of American liter- 
ature,” and one on “Travel in Scotland and 
Ireland,” a reprint from a program pub- 
lished by the Wisconsin free library com- 
mission. A new edition of the Oregon 
“State school library list” will be issued 
soon. 

Several commissions have recently pub- 
lished reports and bulletins. 


COMMITTEE ON BINDING 


The A. L. A. Committee on Binding now 
has sample work from 33 binders in this 
country, two binders in England and one 
in Germany. On application librarians can 
have the opinion of the Committee regard- 
ing the work of any of these binders. If 
desired the volumes showing the work of 
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those who have submitted samples can 
be sent for examination. 
A. L. BAILEY, Chairman. 


COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL AND STATE 
RELATIONS 


Under the new tariff books printed in 
foreign languages have been restored to 
the free list. 

BERNARD C. STEINER, 
Chairman. 


COMMITTEE ON RELATIONS OF THE 
LIBRARY TO THE MUNICIPALITY 


The report of the committee on the rela- 
tions of the public library to the municipal- 
ity, presented at the Kaaterskill meeting 
of the American Library Association Coun- 
cil, has been reprinted in pamphlet form 
and will be supplied free in reasonable 
numbers to any librarian or library board 
where it may be of service. Its use is 
particularly recommended in cities where 
the city charter is undergoing revision, or 
the form of government is changing, or 
where for these or any other reasons the 
official position of the library is uncertain 
or its appropriation insecure. 


ENDOWMENT FUND TRUSTEES 


At a meeting of the Endowment Fund 
Trustees, held at the New York Public 
Library on Monday, November 3d, Messrs. 
Kimball, Sheldon and Appleton were pres- 
ent. Mr. William C. Kimball was elected 
president for the Endowment Fund and 
Mr. Appleton secretary and treasurer. 


AFFILIATION OF STATE ASSOCIA- 
TIONS 


The following state library associations 
have officially affiliated themselves with 
the American Library Association accord- 
ing to the provisions of the constitutional 
amendment and by-law adopted at the 
Kaaterskill conference: Michigan, Ohio, 
Indiana, New York, Kansas, Nebraska and 
Minnesota. These associations are now 
entitled to be represented in the A. L. A. 
Council either by their respective presi- 
dents or by an alternate elected at the 
annual meeting. 
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SALE, EXCHANGE, WANTS 


(Any library.member of the Association 
may insert, without cost, a ten-line notice 
of books or periodicals wanted, for sale or 
exchange.) 

FOR SALE 

Derby, Conn., Public Library. 

Selleck’s History of Norwalk, Conn., and 
the Town Records of Derby 1655-1710, 
copies from the Old Records. A few copies 
of these Records will be sold for $5.00, 
just half price. 

Public Library, Omaha, Neb. 

American Catalog for 1884-1890, 2v., one 
volume authors and titles, and the other 
volume subjects. 


FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE 


Providence, R. I., Public Library. 
Franklin Society Journal, v. 1-2, 4, 7-8, 
13-14, new series. (1828, 1829-31, 1834). 
Bound. 
WANTS 
Clark University Library, Worcester, 
Mass. 


Reports of Massachusetts Bureau of Sta- 
tistics of Labor, 1-2, 6, 9, 11, 14, 34. 


Milton, Mass., Public Library. 
Birds and nature, April, 1900. 
New England magazine, Jan., 1912. 
Modern electrics, April, 1912. 


New York State Library, Albany, N. Y. 
Journal of the Institute of Bankers, v. 12. 


A. L. A. Office, 78 E. Washington St., 
Chicago, Ill. 

A. L. A. Booklist, v. 8, no. 6. 15 cents 
a copy offered. 

OFFERS 

Brookline, Mass., Public Library. 

Free to any library paying express 
charges. 

Annual reports of the American His- 
torical Association, 1896-1900, inc. 

Milton, Mass., Public Library. 

Free to any library. 

Kendall. William Shakespeare and his 
three friends, Ben, Anthonie, and Francis. 
Bost. 1911. 











